Chemotherapy-associated hepatotoxicity: how concerned should we be?
Modern oncosurgical strategies are producing dramatic response rates and remarkable long-term survival rates for patients with hepatic colorectal cancer metastases. However, the increasing delivery of preoperative systemic chemotherapy to patients has coincided with recognition of possible chemotherapy-associated injury to the nontumoral liver. Although multiple groups have described gross changes in the appearance of the liver following systemic chemotherapy, the exact histopathologic lesions have not been clearly defined. A review of the literature on the topic indicates that host factors (e.g., diabetes mellitus and obesity) may be responsible for the development of liver injury as much as the drugs being delivered. With a lack of published evidence indicating that chemotherapy-associated liver injury results in adverse outcomes, several groups have recently questioned the clinical significance of this entity. This review describes the current understanding of this topic and seeks to answer the question of whether chemotherapy-associated liver injury actually impacts outcomes.